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Him that is weak in the faith PIO) oa 4 
but not to doubiful d liſputatio ont. 


N the Cliritian Church es ab onal e ve Be: 
levers, Some are ſtrong and ſome are weak; ſome few 
may. have a full Aſſurance of their Salvation, and man 
wr ow 1; be full of Doubtings, and yet they may all 
be true Members. Now St. Faul in the Text gives us 
Direction, how they, who have arrived to the greateſt Fer. 
fection, ought to behave themſelves towards others, who are 
f an infetior Sort, They ſhould” receive them, and look 
pon them as in a State of Grace, and Heits with others 
o the ſame Promiſes: And, indeed, he is ſo full hereof, 
hat he treats of nothing elle in. this, and alſo in the 
blowing Chapter as far as the fifteenth Verſe.” So that 
Il this may ſerve, to him Who will ng oe! read it,” as 
Sermon upon the Words of the Text s he enlarges 
t the Beginning. of the next Chapter. We. then that 12 
rong, ought to bear the inifurmities of the weak, and not to 
eaſe ourſelves. Let every one of us pleaſe bis neighbour for 
js good to edification, to build him up and comfort him in 
e Faith, and not to caſt Doubts and Scruples in his Way. 
nd for this Purpoſe he gives us an ets Example. For 
en Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf. He did not boaſt of his own 
rietions. But as it is written, The reproaches of them, 
1 reproached thee, fell on me. They who condemned 
ers as not in a State of Grace, did in Effect condemn 
inſt himſelf. And, inaſmuch as they do it to one of the 
t of his Brethren, they in Effect do it unto him. Be- 
e they act contrary to his Example, whoſe Character it 
„ that be ſhould not break the Braid reed, nor quench 
| ſmoaking flax. And who invites all thoſe, that labour 
| are he laden, to rome unto him, and promiſes, that he 

2 A2 A OW would 
N Mart. xi, 28, | 


Matt. xii 
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Apaſtles\ Times, they were called to extraordinary Services, 


preach the Goſpel both to Jes and Gentiles, to convert 
e World: Hoss Superftitzon und 1G0latry, to over- 
come all their inveterate Prejudices, and to conquer the 
Kingdom of the Devil, which he had ſet up for many Ages 
in the Hearts of Men; And as their Labours were fo great; 
ſo it was fit that they fibuld have a proportionable Encou- 
ragement, and be mote abſolutely certain, of a future Reward 
for all their Pains. But dur Labours are only in common, 
to preach the Goſpel, which they had planted, and which 
is eſtabliſhed by Law among us, and eountenanced and en- 
couraged by the Supream Authority. And if we were to ex- 
pect ag great an Encouragement as they had, we may as well 
expe& the Speaking of all Sorts of Languages, and the 
Working of Miracles, Beſides, in the Times of Petſecution, 
both among the prinutive Chriftians, ald in Queen Marys 
Days, many Profeſſors were called forth to ſeal to the Truth 
of their Religion with their Blood, and endure the utmoſt 
Torments, which Men and Devils could invent. And who 
without a Supernatural A ſſiſtanee could be ſufficient for theſe 
Things? But we (bleſſed be God I) are ſafe from any ſuch 
Dangers; and / therefore may well be content with the com- 
mon Encburagements. A Child is as much a Man, as he 
who is grown to his full Bigneſs; and there are are Babes in 
Chriſt, who muſt be fed with * Nouriſhment, 
and cannot digeſt ſtronger Meat, or ſuch Doctrines as can 
only be "applied to the moſt excellent and accompliſhed 
Chriſtians” And the A poſtle faith to the Corinthians, I have 
fed yd wilb milk, and not with meat ; for hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. And he tells 
the Hebrews, that frong meat belongs to them that are of 
full age, even thoſe "who by reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes exer- 
cſed' 16" diſcern both Food and evil. And, indeed, to expect 
ſuch Things in every Chriſtian is the ſathe as if we expected, 
that a School-Boy ſhould conſtrue the hardeſt Authors, who 
is but juſt enttted into the Rules of Grammar; which will 
ſerve only to confound and diſhearten him, but can no Way 
turn to any Advantage. Our Saviour tells us, that - the 


kingdom of bea den is like a grain of muftard-ſeed, which is the 
* 7 a 4 Wah 2a fg g * mg * l E ; leaſt 

© x Cor. fi. 2 4 Heb.v.14, | att, xiti, 31,32. Mark iu. 
30, Jt, 32, Luke xill, 18, 19, 
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leaſt of all feeds ; but when it is grown is the greateſt 
| herbs, and becometh à tree, ſo that the' birds of the air. come, 
and lodge in the branches thereof, And if we have but a ſmall 
Degree of Faith, as a Grain of Muſtard- Seed, if it is not 
dead, it will be available, even though we perceive not theſe 
great Effects in the preſent World. And thus the Apoſtle 
told the Epheſians, ep. i 13. that they alſo trufed in 
Chriſt, after that they had bd the 'word if truth, even the 
goſpel. of their ſalvation, and that after they had believed, they 
were ſealed with that holy ſpirit of promiſe. So that they were 
in a State of Grace, they truly believed and truſted in Chriſt, j 
but it was long after that, before they were ſealed with the 
Spirit of Promiſe, or had an Aſſurance of their Salvation. : 
We do not deny, that the Spirit of God doth many Times 
enable a true Chriſtian to diſcern thoſe Promiſes, which God $ 
hath given him, and to diſcern in himſelf thoſe Graces, to 
which the Promiſes of Life are made; and thus the ſpirit 
bears witneſs with his ſpirit, that he is the ſon of God. And if 
we are children, then are we heirs,. heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Chriſt, But the Condition is, that if we /uffer 
with him, we may hold out to the End, and ſo be glorified to- 
gether. And therefore, to expect ſuch a Revelation in / all 
Caſes, when we are called forth to no Sufferings, is without 
a Warrant, it makes his ſpecial Gifts too common and cheap, 
and cannot be reckoned as a Nel Religion, but a grad. 
Enthuſiaſm, - © + 

And therefore, rolls, A true Believer may wait long 
before he. hath ſuch an wager; of his Salvation, or he may) 
never obtain it in this Life, not give him any Part 
of his Reward until his * 18 os. Nay, God may 
hide his Face for Trial of a Chriſtian's Faith and Patience, 
and many other Graces, which are as . as any others. 
He may alſo hide his Face to ſtir us up to many Duties, ſuch 
as fervent Prayer to him, and a conſcientious Reading of the 
Scriptures, Attending on the Word preached and the Sacra- 
ments, in Hope of meeting with God in his on Ordinances. 
And if ſo, even his moſt affliting Providence may prove in 
the End-to be the eſt Bleſſing. The Pſalmiſt through- 
out the Ixxxviuth aim makes a grievous Complaint, . how 
his foul was full of trouble, and bis life drew nigb unto 
* * G 0d's corathful dipeafure « went over him, and bis 


tar | 


. 6 
fear bad undone bim ; they came round about bim daily like 
water, and compaſſed him together on every fide. And yet he 
calls God, the Lord God of his ſalvation, and cried day and 
night before him, in Hope of obtaining Comfort, though he 
had not as yet any Aſſurance of it. The P/almift alſo faith, 
Pſalm cxvi. 10, 11. I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken, » 
but 1 was ſore afflited, and I ſaid in my haſte, All men dre 
liars. Now the P/alniſt, even at that Time, was in a ſafe 
Condition ; for the Apoſtle St. Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 13. applies 
theſe very Words to himſelf. Wi having the ſame Spirit of 
faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore 
baue I ſpoken ; we m believe, and therefore ſpeak, The Pro- 
phet Jaiab, Chap. I. 10. asks this Queſtion, be is 
you, that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſer- 
vant, that walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light ? So that 
there may be many who fear the Lord, and are accepted' of 
him, who ſtill walk in Darkneſs, and have no Light. But 
what muſt ſuch a Man do? Muſt he look upon himſelf as in 
a State of Damnation ? God forbid! This might bring him 
into ſuch a State indeed. The Prophet gives him a better 
Direction. Let bim truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay 
upon bis God. He may live in H that all his Troubles 
ſhall end with Death, and may be ſo far aſſured, that he ſhall 
never be left without ſuch a comfortable Support and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Spirit of God, as ſhall keep him from ſinking 
into utter Deſpair. 2 | 
And, thirdly, It is poſſible, that he who hath ſuch an 
IIS of his Salvation, may have it weakened and _ 
mi many Diſtem Sins, Temptations, and Deſer- 
tions, bee be in a Ave Condktion, as if he never 
had it. It is well known, that Diſtempers of the Body 
have an Influence upon the Mind. Some are light- headed by 
a Fever, others are diſtracted by a Diſorder of the Brain, and 
others are ready to deſpair only through a melancholy Conſti- 
tution. But ſhall we think thei State to be ever the worſe 
in the Sight of God, or that their Souls ſhall be accountable 
for ſuch Diſtempers of the Body, which it did not lie in their 
Power either to foreſee or prevent ? The beſt of God's Ser- 
vants are liable to many Sins. Theſe may leave a Horror of 
Conſcience behind them, which may perplex their Minds, 
and eyen almoſt bring them to Deſpair, and make 8 be- 
1 WEE ve, 
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die vour, and whom he may perplex, and if he ſhould be per- 


End of all this Aſſurance of Salvation, at leaſt for à Time; 
and yet their State in the Main may, be as good, a8 it was 
before. And as ſuch an Aſſurance is only occaſioned by an 


ral wiſe Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, may withdraw the 


ſoul refuſed to be comforted, how he complained, and his ſpirit 


 "Novertheleſs thou heardeſt the voice of my prayer, when. 1 cried 


b | * 1 Pet. v. 8. : Cant. v. 2, 6 


[8]: 
lieye, that-their fotmer Confidence. was only an ill · grounded 


Preſumption. Beſides, all Men are liable to Temptations. 
The * devil as @ rogring lion walls about ſeeking whom he may 


mitted to fill the Mind with Doubts and Scruples, there is an 


extraordinary Manifeſtation of God's Spirit; ſo God for! ſeve- 


Light of his Countenancę for a Time, and leaye us to our- 
ſelves, that we may try, Whether the Sparks, which we have 
kingled, can afford us either Light or Heat, when we mot 
want it. In the Ixxviith Palin, the Pſalmiſt tell us, how his 


ag overwhelmed... He ſaid, Will the Lord «aft off. for ever ? 
And will he be no more inireated ? Is bis mercy clean gone for 
ever ? Doth his promiſe fail far evermre J Halb Gad forgotten 
40 be gracious # Hath be in anger but up bis tender mercies ? 
But then he recollects himſelf, And I. ſaid, This is my own In. 
firmity. His State in the Main was never the worſe ; but to 
comfort himſelf, he would remeniber the years of the" rught- 
hand of the moſt Higb; and conſider, that the Gd who id 
wonders in old times, whoſe wey 045 in the ſea, and dus halb. 
in the great waters, and tuluſe foolſtips are not known, was able 
to bring him again out of this 9 State. The 
Church of God in the Canticles faith *,: 1! feep, but my hear 
 waketh. I is the; voice f my beloved, that. faith unto vu, 
Open unto me, * Ho love, my undefiled. This e 
cient Teſtimony, that ſhe was in a Happy Condition; 
then it follows, I opened unto my. beloued, but my — — 
203thdrawn himſelf, and was gone, My ſoul failed when be Molt 
1 ſought him, but I cauld | not find bim. I called him, bu. 
gave me no anſwer... And this is a plain Inſtance; that Gu 
may withdraw. himſelf for a Time from ſuch, whom be 
loves and-approves of. Holy David, Pſal. xxxi. 22. tell 
us of a Tine when he ſaid in his bafte, I am cut ren 
before thine eyes. But God was fill his God, and he adds 


ae hee, 4 chen he n a Linh: for ae m 
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are in the ſame Condition, O love the Lord, all ye his ſaints, 
for the Lord rewardeth the faithful. Be of good courage, and 
he Hall ſtrengthen your \hearts, all ye that hope in the Lord. 
At another Lime holy David complains ſaying, * My God, 
my God, why. haſt thou for ſaben me; Why art thou ſo far from 
S helping me, and from: the words of my roaring ? And thus he 
one for ſeveral Verfes. But though God ſeemed to 
Flake him, pet as to his eternal State, he was as ſafe, as 
ever he was before. And therefore he adds for our Inftruc- 
tion, e that fear the Lord, praiſe bim; all ye ſeed of Jacob, 
glorify him; and fear bim all ye ſeed of Iſrael. For be hath 
not deſpiſed, nor abborred the afflittion of the affiified : Neither 
hath ht hid his face from bim, but when be cried unto him, 
he heard him. I may add to this, that our bleſſed Saviour 
upon the Croſs uſed theſe very Words, * My God, m God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me-? But ſhall we think that he was in 
a State. of Damnation, becauſe the comfortable Influences 
of the Godhead were ſuſpended for a Time? This is ſuch 
W a Blaſphemy, which is ſhocking to the Eyes of every Chriſ- 
tan, and therefore, I dare not to . ſpeak any more of it. 
Ja was a Man i, who was perfect and upright, one who 
feared God, and eſchewed evil, and in the midſt of his 
Afflictions be held ſoft bis Integrity. But yet = he curſed the 
Day in which he was born, and uſed many other impatient 
Expreſſions, which can only be excuſed, becauſe God knew 
the Miſeries which he laboure 1 under, and gives great Al- 
lowances in all ſuch Caſes. So that in the midſt of all he 
pardoned: theſe Infirmities, and teſtified that » his Servant 
J had in the main ſpoken of him the Thing that was 
right. David was a Man after God's own Heart, even 
before he was anointed to be King over Iracl. But yet we 
find many Pſalm, in which he teſtiſied, how much he was 
afflicted with the Senſe of God's Diſpleaſure. How he was 4 
weary: with his groaning, and all the night be made his bed to 
fim, and watered: his couch with tears. That the baud 

of God was beavy upon him day and night, and his moiſture 
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Pfalm di 146 19, %, 22; 4. Matt. xvii. 46. Mark 
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EY! 
bas turned into tht drought it ſummer. - That he | arrow; 
* God ftuck faſt in him, aud his hand preſſed him ſore. Ther, 

4045 10 foundneſs in bis fleſh becauſe of God's anger, neither ua. 
thepe any reſt in bis bones ? reaſon of his fin. That his ſpirit 
was overwhelmed: within im, and failed him, and his heart 
within him was deſolate. And yet in every one of 'theſc 
Pſalms he ſpeaks of his Truſt in God's Mercies, his Delive. 
rance out of ſuch a State, or gives us Directions how we 
ſhould behave ourſelves at ſuch a Time, with a Promiſe of 
Succeſs." After he had committed Adultery with Bath 
Jheba, and was reproved by Nathan the Prophet, he 
the fifty firſt P/a/m, in which he acknowledgeth * bis tr an/- 
ZFeſſions; and tells us, that his n was ever in his fight, He prays 
to God to make bim bear of Joy and gladneſs, that the bones 
wwhich he bad broken might rejoice. He teſtifies that he once 
had an Aſſurance of God's Ne but loſt it a = And 

therefore he prays unto God to reftore unto him the joy of his 
falvation, and uphold. him with his free ſpirit, which 1 4 fo free, 
that it may be reſtrained at any Time, and like the wind, 
blowerh — where it liſtetb. Hezekiah .Y not only in the 
Beginning, but alſo throughout the whole Courſe of his 
Reign, by that which tas right in the fight of the Lord, ac. 
cording to all that David his | father" did. He trafted in the 
Lord: God of Iſrael, ſo that after him was none like him among 
all the kinps of Judah, nor any that were 5 him. 1 
after this he was afflicted with a dangerous 
Body, which had a great Influence upon 155 Mind, a on 
that 3 afterwards confeſſed, what bitter Lamentations he 
had. ] ſaid in ibe cutting off of my days, I ſhall not ſee the 
Lard, even the” Lord in the land of the living. Like. a crant 
br a fewallow, ſo did I chatter, I did mourn as a dove. My 
eyes failed with looking upwards, and I ſball go ſoftly all my 
years in the bitterneſs: of my ſoul, But yet we find that Gus 
was reatly to ſave him in the midſt of all, delivered him from 
all his Fears, . wrought a Miracle for his reg and 
— Iu. 

- Thus we lee that an Aſurance of our Selyation, is not 
given to. es true Believers, and probably 4 to very few in this 


3 4 Age. 
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| * 24 * 2 dat h not ety, 25 ſuch an unſeemly Man 


112 
had, as a Pattern for others; Such an Aſſertion may be at. 
EL VEST pa If Cas uences. Ads, 
irſt, It home of fears a; ſpi itual Pride; an | 
pros Eo Meigs in a Man 47 to Nerven, ſets him 
m it. The whole Tenor of. the Goſpel is to teach 
us . Family and e of Mind. The firſt of all the 
EIS is, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
ngdom of heaven. St. Paul in this Epiſtle is very plain. 
2 through the grace given unto me, to every man. that is 
you, not to think of bimſelf more + highly than be ought 1 
_- 40 thin je L , 9 as Cad bath dealt * every 


5 » the meaſure of faith. Mind not high things, - but condeſcend 
to men” of 1 ate, Be not wiſe in your own conceits. He 
further adds, We then that are ſtrong ought to bear the infir- 
mities of the "weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves. Let every one 
25 leaſe bis nei 25 50 for his goad to ediſcation. For even 

Pleaſed not Lino. He ironically to the Corin- 
thians, M know that we all have 5 But then he 


tells them the Effects of it. Knowledge puſfeth up; but cha- 
rity edifieth.. And if any man think that be noweth any thing ; 
be knoweth nothing thet be ought to no. But if any man love 
Gad, even the meaneſt of ians, the ſame is known of 
bim. He faith, that ' charity vaunteth not itſelf, and is not 


u he wrote to * the ne of th 


 Lard, he beſought them, that _ la whlk worthy of -- 


vocation, wherewith they were called, with 'all lowlineſs and 
meekneſs, with long: li Feng, fortearing ene another in love, 
and thus endeaveuring 10 keep the unity of the Spirit in * 


bend. of peace. See how . 
Philippians on this Subj — in 


there be any 
Chriſt, i A, ” comfort of. love, 85 any fullewfiip of the Spirit, 


if any of mercies, joy, that ye be like 
Lora, ts baviy wing. the ſame lebe, one accard, and of on 
be done aun, or vain glory; but it 


* of 7 mind, let each efteem at bers better 1 bimſel. 
And look not every man on his own. things, but every man i/# 


an the (agg 9 " others. . bas 04 this * be in ut 
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h was clſo in Chriſt Jeſus. And he tells St. Timothy, . 
which 906.60. 17 45 in the Church of God, of whom chere 
was a great Danger, kft being lifted up with pride, they ſbould 
all into the, condemnation of the devils, ſince it was this Sin. 
which . deprived. them of that happy State, in which ; 
were created. St. Peter exhorts us, that we ſhould be all 
chat bed with bumility. And gives this Reaſon, For Ged re- 
erb the proud, but he giverb grate to the Inouble. St. John 
taxeth the Laodiceans e becauſe they ſaid, I am rich, and in- 
creaſed with gaods, and baue need of nothing ; and knew not, 
that they: were wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked.; and faith,” that for this among other Reaſons God 
that the Phari/ce was ever the better, becauſe * he ſaid, G 
I thank thee, that I am not as other men are ? No. The 
Publican,. who had no ſuch Afurence, but {mote on his breaft, 
aying, Lord be merciful to me a ſinner, went bome to his bouſe- 
i ned, rather than the other. And the | Reaſon is, Far 
every one that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, | and he that bum 
bleth himſelf. Hall be exalted. The Prophet Jaiab tells us of 
a Set of conceited People in his Time, bo ſaid to others, 
Stand by thy felf, come not near to me, for I am holier then 
eu. But then he gives them a wretched Character. They 
were 4, revellious people, who walked in a way that was nat 
good, after their own _ thoughts, A people who provoked him 
te anger cantinually before bis face. A ſmoke in bis noſe, and a 
fire, that burned all the day; and therefore threatens, that Gad 
would not always keep filence, but deal with them according 
to their Deſerts, Such an affected Boaſting of divine Reve- 
lations is a plain Argument, that none of them came from 
Cod; but that rather Satan bad transformed himſelf into an 
angel of light, and filled them with A rang deluſioms, that they 
might the more effectually, though they never intended it. 
enlarge the Kingdom of Darkness. 

If it pleaſed God by his holy Spirit to give me ſuch an 4. 
ſrance of my Salvation, I ſhould think myſelf : 
heartily to bleſs his Name for it in private, and humbly beg 
the Continuance of it. But I ſhould alſo think my ſelf 

ts «ERA. obliged 


Tim. 4ii.6. I Fet. v. 5, 6. 
Wl. 106. 4 Ifa. Ixv. 2, 3, 4, 5 
15. 2 Theſ. ili, 11, 18. 
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Body be could not tell, and there he beurd * — Words, 


and therefore ſhould” not mate our/elves' fools. And if we do, 
ou 


_ altoweth. 


[14], 


in Conſcience to 1 it, unleſs J was called forth 


. 


to rdom. Becauſe, 1 think; in ſuch Caſes as- theſe 
the Apoſtle ſaith, * Haſt thou faith? Have it to thy ſelf 
This Apoſtle had great viſions and revelations. He was caught 
up” into''the third heavens, "whether in the body or "out of th: 


which it was not poffible for à man toutter. But yet he never 
mentioned it but once, which was, when' the Corinthians had 
undervalued” him and his Miniſtry, And then he cotrected 
himſelf, ſaying, I am become a fool in glorying ; ye have com. 
pelled me. But we are under no ſuch - Neceſſity in this Age, 


we may rather fear, left, as he fore warns us, the meſſenger af 
ould be font to buffet us, and afflict us With many 
ions, becauſe we exalt ourſelves above meaſure: And, 
by if I declared others to be in A State of Damnation, 
who had not arrived to ſuch a Degree, I ſhould fear that God 
would withdraw the Light of his ountenance, and leave me 
to be condemned by my on Doctrine. And happy, faith 
the Apoſtle, is be W N 72 Teeny in that which be 


Srrondly, As i it S ſo mh of Pride, PE is it alſo very 
uncharitable. Perhaps there is not one Man in this Age, to 
whom God gives this full Aſſurante However, we may 
affirm, that there is not one in a Fhouſand, and ſhall we 
reckon the nine Hundred Ninety and Nine to be caſt away? 
This will make it à little Flock indeed, to whom God the 
Father is pleaſed to give the Kingdom of Heaven. It wil 
make the Blood of Chriſt to be of very ſmall Effect, fince 
there are ſo few, who are to reap the Benefit of it. —_ 
therefore, we may certainly hope for better Things. 
would be a terrible Diſcouragement to every n be 
Miniſter to think, that perhaps after all his Pains there might 
not be one Soul the better for his Preaching. This would 
make the Word of God to be the /avour of death unto death 
to-moſt; and the ſavoir - of life ants liſe to very fęw. This 
would make the Sacraments to ſeal up the Conlon of 
moſt who received them, and to be Aealhble for the Salva- 
tion of an inconſiderable Number. This will ſtrangely limit 
W F Kyoury of, Poe * an unacoountable ne 
S * 734 01 don 


* Bo, xiv, 22 e 


[rs ] 2 
on all thoſe Texts where he is repreſented as infinite in good- 
neſs, as gratious and merciful, and one who forgives iniquities, 
and tranſereſſions and fins; as * ſwearing by his life that he 
defireth not the death of a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn 

from” bis evil way and live, and not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, "but that all ſhould come to repentance. St. Jobn de- 
ſcribes the Church triumphant, that he beheld, and lo a 
great multitude, which no nian could number, of all nations, aud 
kindreds, and people and tongues ſtood before the throne, and be- 
ſere ibe lamb, cloathed with white robes, and palms in their 
bands. And that by the doubtful Diſputations in the Text 
are meant ſuch uncharitable, and diſtinguiſhing Doctrines as 
theſe, is plain from what follows, Verſe 4. Who art thou that 
judgeſt another man's ſervant ? To his own maſter he ſtandeth or 
falleth:: Na, he ſhall be holden up; for God is able to make him 
ſtand, And Verſe 10, &c. But why doſt thou judge thy bro- 
ther? Or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy brother ? For ue ſhall 
all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. For it is written, 
As live, faith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and 
every mouth ſhall confeſs to God. So then every one of us ſhall 
give an account of himſelf before God. Let us not therefore 
udge one another any more; but judge this rather, that no one 
put a ſtumbling- Hoc, or an occaſion to fall in his brother*s way. 
Thirdly, As it is moſt uncharitable ; fo if it ſhould ſpread, it 
may be the Ruin of many Souls, by bringing them to Deſpair.” 
When a Chriſtian hath long attended upon Cod in the Way 
f his Duty, and is told, that he is till in a State of Dam- 
nation, what can be done? He hath done his utmoſt, he can 
o no more, and all this is nothing; ſo that there is ſtill this 
elaucholy Apprehenſion left, that he is loſt, and undone to 
ll Eternity. If we perſwade ſuch a Man to pray to God, to 
ad his Word, to join with the Congregation in the publick 
xerciſes of God's Worſhip, and' to receive the Sacrament of. 
the Lord's Supper, all this he hath done for many Years ; 
o that he hath tried all the Means mentioned in the Scrip- 
wes, and therefore, he muſt either deſpair, or find out ſome 
ther Way to Heaven, beſide what is revealed there, which 
impoſſible. And if this is the Caſe in Time of Health, 
* Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7. Pſalm lxxxvi. 5. Joel ii. 13. Jonah iv. 2. E- 
xvili. 32. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 2 Pet, iii, 9. 
Rev. v. 11, and 7, 9. — See alſo Mats. vii. 1, 2, * 4, 5. | 


. | 
what Corafort can there be in Time of Sickneſs; or at the 
Hour of Death, when there are ſome Duties, that we cannot 
do at all; and there are none which we can do, as well as ve 
did before, but the Diſorders of the Body indiſpoſe and dic. 
able the Mind, ſo that we are not capable of Doing an, 
Thing aright ? And as they had no Aſſurance of their Saly; 
tion in Time of Health; ſo. it cannot be expected in Time of 
- Sickneſs. And if the Friends or Relations of ſuch Perſon, 
deceaſed, did believe it to be true, it is the moſt uncon. 

fortable Doctrine, that can be hed. And therefore, 2 
ſuch a Notion hath ſo ſtrong a — wi to ſhake our Faith, 
and drive us to Deſpair, therefore we ought, as we hope fo 

Salvation, to beware how we do regeive it. 43 
. . Feurthly, As it may be of ill Conſequence to others; ſo i 

may be as bad to thoſe, who endea vour to propagate ſuch Ne. 
tions. If they who turn many to righteouſneſs, ſpall ſhine a 
#he ſtars for ever and ever; what muſt. be the Caſe of thok, 
who by advancing ſuch Doctrines ſhall drive many to De. 
8 ? It is contrary to the Example of Cbriſt Jeſus, whok 
Character it was, that as © a good and faithful Shepherd * 
Jhould feed his flock ; he ſhould gather the lambs with bis arm, i if 
2 them in his boſom, and ſhould gently lead thoſe which an: 
with young. And of whom it is ſaid, that be fbould 5 

| break. à bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax, until i 
ſhould ſend. forth. judgment unto vittary.. And in his name ſpout i 
the Gentiles truſt. For this Reaſon the Apoſtle, in the Chap 
ter out of which I have taken the Text, makes this Inference 

from thence 3 * Let us not therefore judge one- another an 

more; but judge this rather, that no one put a ſtumbling-blot, 

or an occaſion to fall in his brother*s way, And if thy broth 

te grieved with thy meat, or with ſuch ſpiritual Food, wh 
thou pretendeſt to give him, thou waikeft not charitably. D. 
ftroy not him with thy meat, for whom Chriſt died. Let u 

-, then... your good be evil ſpoken of. And in the Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, he gives a Caution, leſt through our knowledge i 

weak brother ſhould periſh, for whom Chriſt died; And it 
adds this Reaſon, But when ye fin thus againſt the brethrih 
and wound their weak conſciences, ye fin againſt Chriſt, Al 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, as he is recorded by three 2 
. oi | gell 
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>» Dat. xl. 3. © Tha. Xl. 11. att. xi. 20 Vat 
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geliſts, faith, '* Mo unto the world becauſe of offences ;. for it 
muſt needs be that offences come; but wo unto the man by whom 
the offence cometh. And whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe little 
ones, who believe in me, it were better for him, that a milſtone 
were hanged about bis neck, and that be were drowned in the 
midſt of the ſea. * If then there are no Texts of Scripture to 
warrant ſuch uncharitable notions, as I think there are not, 
they who advance them, ought to take an eſpecial Care, and 
retract in due Time, leſt they ſhould be accountable before 
God for the Conſequences of them. I ſhall further add, that 
it may be a dangerous Snare to thoſe, who entertain ſuch 
wild, enthuſiaſtick Notions, that they are aſſured of their 
Salvation; and have had ſuch Revelations of 
this Nature. Suppoſe ſuch a Man ſhould-fall into any griev- 
ous Sin, and by this Means ſuch an Afurance ſhould be 
taken from him, how can he himſelf without Horror think 
of ſuch Texts of Scripture as that of St. Paul? * It is im- 
poſſible for thoſe who were once enlightened, and have taſted of the 
be gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have taſted of the good ward of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, if they ſball fall away, to renew them again to 
repentance, | ſeeing they cruciſy to themſelves the Son of God a- 
freſh, and put him to open ſhame. Such an Inſtance may be 
a terrible Diſgrace to Chriſtianity, and undermine even the 
very Foundation. And therefore ſuch a Doctrine, like a two- 
edged Sword, may wound as well him, who thinks he hath 
ſuch an Aſſurance, as him who thinks that he hath it not. 


weak, and doubting Chriftians, with ſuch Promiſes which 
God hath recorded in his holy Word, than to give them ſuch 
ſtrong Meat, which they are not able to digeſt ? I ſhall 
briefly mention a few out of many; The Prophet [/aiab 


obexeth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs and 
bath no light, let him iruſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay 
upon bis Cod. And in another Place, He giveth power to the 
faint, and to them who have no might he increaſeth ſtrength. 
But they that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, = 
Hall mount up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be 
CE | weary, 

© Matt. xvili. 6, 7. Mark ix, 42. Luke xvii. 1, 2. Þ Heb. vi. 4, 

55 6, 7, 8. Ila. I. 10. Ia. xl. 29, 30,31 | 


How much better therefore is it to comfort and ſtrengthen 


id 
— Me oe — 


faith, M bo is there among you, that feareth the Lord, that | 


Py * — PR - 
o — - —  -—— — —— —— — _—_— — 


f . 

Mo 8 ] 
weary, they ſhall walk and not faint, And Thus, ſaith 
the bigh and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name i; 
holy; I dwell in the high and holy place; with him alſo that is 
of a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the hum. 
| ble, and to revive the Heart of the contrite ones. And again 
" to the ſame Purpoſe, All things hath the hand of God mad, 
and all theſe things bave been, ſaith the Lord; but to this man 
will TI look, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, 
and that trembleth at my word, Holy David faith, * The /a- 
crifices of God are à broken ſpirit, and ſpeaking to God he 
immediately adds,” A brcken and à contrite heart, O God, thou 
will not deſpiſe, And he more than once comforts himſelf 
in this Manner, Why art thou ſo full of heavineſs, O my 
ſoul?" And why art thou ſo diſquieted within me ? O put thy 
truſt in God, for T ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the bealth if 
my countenance and my God. And above all, Chriſt himſelf 
invites ſuch poor Chriſtians in a moſt affectionate Manner; 
ſaying, Come unto me, all ye that" travail and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you ret. Let us therefore receive, 
cheriſh and embrace all ſuch weak; and doubting Chriſt:an;, 
and comfort them with the gracious Promiſes,” which Go 
hath given them; and beware that we fill not their Heads 
with ſuch doubtful diſputations, as can only tend to drive 
them to deſpair. FOO +BY 


1 I. vii. 26, „In. eri. 2. * Pſalm i. 17. _ * Palm 
xlit. 5, 11, and Palm xliii. 5 ? Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30. | 
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HE Deſign. of this Appendix is to anſwer. thoſe 
Objections, which either have, or may be brought 
ftom ſeveral Texts of Scripture, by thoſe who 
bave of late aſſerted, that they, who are not 
aAaäſſured of their Salvation by a Revelation from 
the Holy Ghoſt, are in a State of Damnation. 3 
The firſt Text of Scripture, where I find Aſurance men- 
tioned, is, Ja. xxxii. 15, 17. Until the Spirit be poured upon 
us from on high; then the, work of righteouſneſs. ſhall be peace, 
andthe effett of righteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance for euer. 
gut he, who begins to read at the ninth Verſe, may plainly 
ſee, that there the Prophet ſpeaks of the ſad ſpiritual State of 
the Fews, until the Inſpiration of the Apoſtles at the Day of 
Pentecoſt, and the glorious State of the Goſpel, which ſhould 
follow. Thus St. Peter, Acts ü. 16 40 22, applies the Pro- 
pheſy of Joel, Chap. ii. 28. 10 the end, to the ſame Time, 
and therefore we need not to extend it any farther. How- 
ever, let us ſuppoſe, that it is a Promiſe to all Chriſtians to 
the End of the World; yet, it can only ſignify the common 
Aſſiſtances of God's holy Spirit, which TA every true 
Cbriſtian feels more or leſs in the Uſe of Means, in the Diſ- 
charge of his Duty, in the Examination of his paſt Life and 
Converſation, and in, A plying the Promiſes to himſelf, Like 
to this, is that of St. Paul om. v. 1, 2, 3, 4» 5. Being 
juſtified I faith, not by any immediate Revelation, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. By whom alſo 
we have acceſs by faith into this grace, wherein ye tand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory. of God : And not only ſo, but we 
glory in tribulations alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience, and patience. experience, and experience bope. And 
bope maketh nat aſhamed ; becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad 
in our bearts by the Holy . which is given unto us, iP 
1 | 4 N 0 


bug teſtimony of bur conſcience,” that in , 


doth not fay, that this Aſurance ſhall 
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that the Haly Ghoſt i is only given by the Uſe of dine; and 
the Exerciſe of our Graces, and not by an extraordinary Ef- 
fuſion, unleſs we are called forth to extraordinary Tribula- 
tions. And the fame Apoſtle faith alſo, 2 Cor. i. 12. Our 
rejoicing” is "#þis, not an extrao Revelation, but 7b: 
ty and god- 
ly fmneerity,” not ir rich Haley wiſdom,” but by the grace of God, 
we have had our converſation in the world, and more eſpecially 
to you-wards. And, that the Prophet 1 in the ſame 
Manner, is evident from his own For, . » 
ſpeiks of the Pouring out of the Spirit on hig 
the Ky of 5 
ing poured forth': But that in a common Way the work of 


 +igbteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the effett of righteouſneſs ſhall 


be quietneſs and 0 N ir, ror. hich we LY Know and 
thankfully e f 

The aide ext; ich of an Ane is, Col: 11, 
2. where St. Paul e the great Conflict, Which he had 
for the Colqtans, that their bearts might be comforted,” being 
knit together in love, and unto all ric be boy the full aſſurance f 
underſtanding; But Here he of a” firm Belief of 
the fundamental Doctrines of bene, which is in every 
true Cbriſtian, and the Effect of it, which is à ready Con- 
feſſion of our Faith before Men, when we are called to it, 
for the acknowled t of the my 375 CEE , and of the Father 
and of Chrift. In whom are hid all the trea * of wiſdem 
and knowledge.” "This is like what he faith'to Rae, 2 Ep. 
fi. 14, 15. Cuntinut thou inthe things, which thou haſt 
3 and baſt been aſſured. of,” knowing of whom thou haſt 
learned them,” which was from the Apoſties Preaching, and be- 
cauſe from a' child be bad known the boly ſcriptures, which alone 
ore able to make a man wiſe unto aden by faith, which 18 
in Chrift Jeſus: So that this Aſurante of Underſtanding is only 
what we have by the Uſe of Means, particularly by the 
Reading and Prexching of the Word of God, and not from 
any immediate Revelation. 

The next Text is, Heb. vi. 11, 12. We defire, that ever) 
one of you do bete the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of bope 
unte the end. That ye be not flothful, but followers" of then, 
who through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. But to 


this it may be unſireted, chat the ¶ urance of * and the 


Aurance 


' 


[ 2x ] 


| Aſſurance of Certainty are two very different Things, 
2 le 


and the 
of the firſt of theſe, War wer” un 4 owns or 
to ſpeak in other Terms, A fall Afurance that we may be 

faved; ſo as to exclude all Deſpair ; but not a full —— 


that we ſhall be ſaved, which may be a great Preſumption. 
Hope is an E. "4 ſome good 22 to come, of 
which we have no Thus the deſcribes it. 


Rom. vili. 24, 25. 2 But hope, that ts 
ſeen, is not hope + For 'what a man ſeeth, nnn 
r it! But ; ve bope fur what cue ſer not, then do we with 
patience tunit for it. And if we are fully aſſured, there is not 
great a Neceſſity of waitin — - And this he 
V was his own Caſe, and the 


ſo 
tells us, in the 
Caſe of other real Chriſtians. We our ſelves alſa, who have the 


t fruiis of the Spirit, even we our ſelves within aur 
elves, waiting for the adoption. But let this A¶ſurance of Hope 
be what it will, the Apaſtle tells us in the ſame Text, that it 
is obtained by good Worts, and labour f love, and by Dilt- 
gene in our Duties unto the End, that we may not be floth- 
ful, but followers of them, . who through faith and patience in- 
berited' the This Faith, as he deſcribes it, Heb. xi. 
8 3 ſubſtance of ''things hoped for, — — 
s not ſeen; and therefore, it maſt be a great r . eh 
wh, ext, and contrary to his Intention, to apply it 
hings as are ſeen by an'immediate Revelation... f 
The next Text is, Hieb. x. 22. Let ur draw near bs 
rue bart, in full aſſurance of faith.” To this I anſwer that 
Aſjarance of "Faith, and an Aſſurance of Certainty, are two 
ery different _— And he who hath the firſt of theſe 
nay draw nigh in any Ordinance. This Diſtinction 
t. Paul —— where 1 of himſelf, 
he reſt of the Apgſles, and the Chriſtians in his Time, he 
uth, We wall by faith, and not by fi ney 
uith was very common; but the urance of C ertainty, or 


dinary Caſes. The Aſſurance of Faith is, when we fully 
maths, that we are loſt and undone by Nature, and muſt 
rly periſh in that Condition; when we are fully aſſured, 
at the Death of Cbrii is a ſufficient Satisfaction 
s, and his Merits imputed to us, will make us perfectly 
y in the Sight of God the Father ; both theſe are of infi- 
nite 


7 Revelations, was very ſeldom ; and only given in extra- 


all our 


| nite Value, becauſe he was God, and-may be applied to tt 
ns he was Man and our Mediator; and this makes us receive 


alone, hoping that thereby we ſhall obtain the Promiſe, 
which are given in 
deayouring to 


knows that the Storm will ceaſe, and is ſo well acquainted 


the Aal of the Apoſtles, where it is ſaid, Als viii. 15, 1 


1 


and apply all this to ourſelves, and rely and depend on this 
general Terms to all that believe, and en. 
orm the Conditions required on our Part; 
This is ſufficient to bring us to Heaven, though we never 
have an Aſſurance of Certainty as to our particular Caſe. | 
ſhall explain this by a Similitude, which is eaſy to be applied 
Suppoſe a Ship is caſt away, and another is ready at hand to 
fave the Paſſengers ; there is no Poſſibility to — being 
drowned, but by getting into the other. One Man get 
into the Ship, who from long Experience in Navigation 


with the Firmneſs of this Ship, that he is fully aſſured, he 
ſhall get ſafe to Land. Another gets into the ſame, who 
hath indeed ſome Hope, and knows that this is his only Re. 
fuge, but he is ſtill frighted and terrified, and cannot tel 
what to do. Now the ſame Ship brings both equally ſaſe » i 
Shore: And the only Difference is, that the one hath mor 
Comfort than the other, until they are landed. And thu 
the ¶ſurance of Faith is ſufficient, though we have no A. 
rance f Certainty until we come to Heaven. ö 
However, — take ſuch Texts as theſe i in the Krick 3 
Senſe that poſſibly: we can; yet even in ſuch a Caſe they will 
only fignify what we ſhould endeavour after, not what we 
can obtain. Thus, Lev. xi. 44, and xix. 2, and xx. 7, au 
1 Pet. i. 18, 16. we are commanded. to be holy, as God i 
holy. Luke vi. 36. we are commanded to be merciful, 4s out 
Father alſo is merciſul; and Mattl. v. 48. to be perfett, ein 
as our Father, which is in heaven, is perfett. All this is ab 
ſolutely impoſſible in this imperfect State; but the Reaſon « 
the Commands is this, that we may endeavour to come: 
near it, as poſſibly we can, and the nearer we come to it, t 
greater will be our Comfort here, and our Reward hereafter. 
Other Arguments to prove this Doctrine are taken ound 


17, and xix. 2, g, 6. that the Apghles prayed for the prim 
tive Cbriſtians, laid their band, and i bey received the Hf 
Ghoſt. This can only relate to the Office of Confirmation | 
ders 8 which is foreign to the preſent Diſpute, . | 


f 


As . 
W one in this Age, but the Biſhops, lay Hands on others for this 
& Purpoſe. The Promiſe, Ac, i. 5, 8. can be applied only to 
che Apoſtles on the Day of Pentecoft, when, Chap. ii. 2, 3, 4. 
there came ſuddenly a ſound from heaven, as of a ruſhing, 
mighty wind, and it filled all the bouſe, where they were fitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
and it fate upon each of them. And they were all filled with 
the holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. But, I hope, no one pretends to 
Ichis, unleſs he can ſhew ſuch miraculous Inſtances. Thus, 
As iv. 31. the Aſſembly were all filled with the holy Ghoſt, 
and they ſpake the word of God with boldneſs. But here was 
alſo a Miracle, for when* they bad prayed, the place was 
baken, where they were aſſembled together. Thus, As ix. 17. 
Ananias was ſent to St. Paul, that he might be filled with the 
boly Ghoſt. But here were alſo two Miracles, St. Paul had 
been before ſtricken with Blindneſs, as he went to Damaſcus, 
he continued ſo three Days, and now he was reſtored to his 
ight, When St. Peter pr to Cornelius, Alls iv. 44, 
(5, 46, 47. The holy Ghoſt fell on all them, who heard the 
word. anſwered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that 
beſe ſhould not be baptized, who have received the holy Ghoſt, 
% well as wwe ? Of this St. Peter tells us, Alls xi. 15, 16, 17. 
ls I began to ſpeak, the holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the 
beginning, Chap. ii. 4. in a miraculous Manner, atteſted 
| viſible Sign. Then remembred I the word of the Lor 
bow be ſaid, John indeed baptized with water, but ye ſhall be 

paptized with the holy Ghoſt, Als i. 5. Thus he alſo faith, 
{13s xv. 8, 9. God, who knows the hearts, bare them witneſs, 
wing them the holy Ghoſt, even as be did unto us, And put no 
Herence between us and them. Upon this Occafion, AFs x. 
45, 46. They of the cirtumcifion, who believed, were aſtoniſhed, , 
1 many as came with Peter, becauſe that on the Gentiles alſo 
, poured out the Gift of the holy Ghoſt. Fur they beard them 
peak with tongues, and magnify God. Now if the boly Ghoſt 
ame in a viſible Manner, or if they, who pretend to receive 
We {poke ſuch Languages on a ſudden, as they had never 
im ed; it would be 4 ftrong Argument on their Side; but 

chen, we may rather conclude it to be 4 ftrong Deluſion. © 
The other Texts in the As are theſe, As ii. 38. Repent 
therefore, and be baptized every one of you in the "2 | 
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Zeſus Chriſt fur the remiſſion of fins, and ye _fhall reteive tu 
gift ef the holy Ghoſt, Acts v. 32. We are witneſſes of theſ 
things, and ſo is alſo the holy Goh, whom God bath given 1 
them that obey bim. And, Chap. i. 1. Then had the church; 
reſt, and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort i 
the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. » And, Adds xiii. 52. And th 
diſciples were filled with joy, and with. the- boly Ghoſt. Bu 5 
here is nothing in theſe Texts, but what may ſignify only the Wi 
common Gifts and Graces, which the Hely Ghoft is pleased » 
give to every Chtiſtian. Or, if we will ſtrain the Text to ſg· Wl 
nify A extraotdinary, it may be conſidered, that at the WW 
firſt Converſion to Chriſtianity, when the new Converts cou i 
= no temporal Encouragement even from Friends or Rel. Wl 
tions, Lake xxi. 16, 17. and were expoſed to the Rage ani i 
Malice both of Jews and Gentiles, there was an extraordinay Wl 
Occaſion for it. And as theſe Things happened, when Min. 
cles were very common; ſo it is PIP ee 
Age, in which Miracles are ceaſed. 
The next Text is, Rom. vii. 16, 17 „Tue $9 pirit it [el 
beareth witneſs with our - ſpirit, that 2 are the children i 
God. And if children, then heirs, beirs of God, and join 
_ heirs with Chriſt, But the Condition, by which we ar 
intitled to this Promiſe, is, if ſo be that we ſuffer with bin 
that we may be alſo glotified together. If we are called fon 
to inary Suferings, which, bleſſed be Cad, is the Cal 
of none of us, then we may an extrao Comfort, 
Accordingly this Spirit, Verſe 15. is called, nat the ſpirit 6 
bondage again to fear, but the. ſpirit of adoption, whereby u 
cry, A0 Father. He therefore, who is ſo far in Bona! 
as to be afraid: of Perſecutions,, or Death for the Sake of ti 
Goſpel, cannot well lay Claim to ſuch an extraordinary Fro 
_ miſe. And I doubt, this is the Caſe of very few in th 
Age: For who can ſay, that he is ſufficient for theſe things? 
3 Alls xi. 24. Where it is ſaid of wi 
has, that be was a good Man, and full of the holy Ghoſt au 
of faith. He was an extraordinary Perſon, and probadf 
one of the ſeventy Diſciples. He ſhewed an extraordinuf 
Zeal in the early Times of Chriſtianity. For, As iv. 
37. he whoſe Name being interpreted the fon of 'conſolatilt 
Having land ſald it, and brought. the money, and laid it a! i 
Apaſtles feet, to be diſtributed among the poor Converts. /3 
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was the firſt, who introduced St. Pau! to the Apoſtles after his 
Converſion; As ix. 27. and was ſent by them to ſtrengthen the 
Chriſtians at Antioch, As xi. 22, 23. He was the Compa- 
nion of St. Paul in that City, and took Part of his Labours, 
As ix. 25, 26. and was ſent with him to bring Relief to the 
Brethren in Fudee ; and Acts xiii. 2, 3. was by an ex 
Order of the Holy Ghoſt ſeparated to be with St. Paul in Se- 
leucia, Cyprus, and Salamis, in Paphos, Perga, and Antioch, 
AA, xi. 4, 5, 13, 14. in Tconium,” Lyftra, and Derbe, As 
xiv, 1, 6. and in other Places; As xiv. 24, Sc. and when 
they came to Feruſalem, they, Ads xv. 12. declared to all 
the Apoſtles, and the whole Multitude, what miracles and 
wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them; and all 
the Apoſtles gave him this Character, AZs xv. 26. that he 
was a Man, who had hazarded his life for the name of the 
Lord Feſus.. And if he had ex Aſſiſtances from 
the Holy Ghoſt, there is no Reaſon for others to expect the 
ſame in very different Circumſtances. i $6 

The next Text is, 1 Cor. u. 10, 11, 12, 13. Cod hath re- 
vealed unto" us the good things, which he hath prepared for 
them that love him, by bis Spirit; for the Spirit ſearcheth 
all things, yea, 'the deep things of God. For what man knoweth 
the things of a nan, ſave the ſpirit of a man, which is in 
um? even ſo the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God, - Now we have received not the ſpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God, that wwe might know the things, 
which are freely given us of God. Which things we alſo ſpeak, 
not in the words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
boly Ghoſt teac herb, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. 
It may be a ſufficient Anſwer to this Text to ſay, that it 
ſpeaks only of the Inſpiration of the Apeſles at the Day of 
Pentecoſt, and the extraordinary Revelations, which St. Paul 
had at his Converſion, and after that, 2 Cor. xii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
when he was caught up to the third beavens, and heard un- 
ſpeakable words, which it was not lawful, or poſſible for a man 
to utter, And that the Word we; which he ſo often uſeth, 
refers only to him and them. But if we take it in a larger 
Senſe, I think, that it may be clearly expounded in the fol- 
lowing Manner. Holy Men of God penned the Scriptures 
' of the Old and New Teftament, as they were guided by the 
Holy Ghoſt 3 2 Pet. i. 21. who hath revealed to us MI 
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C the happy Itate of thoſe, - who ſhall inherit tlie Kingdom 
of Heaven, and the Means whereby. we ſhall. obtain it, 
and hath brought Life and Immortality to Light by the 
Goſpel, 2 Tim. i. 10. [This Spirit, being one of and the 
< fame Subſtance with the Father, ſearcheth into all the ſecret 
© Counſels of his Will, and reveals to us, as much as i 
< fit for tis to know. Fot as the Soul of a Man knows all 
things, which relate to Man; ſo the Holy Gbeſt knows 
< all things which relate to God. And the. Apoſtles re- 
« ceived particular Aſſiſtances from him, to know, and preach 
< thoſe things from his divine Inſpirations and Writings, not 
< decked — human Eloquence, but powerful in its ſpiritual 
<* Simplicity. Ant as the Doctrine is ſpiritual, ſo. they pro- 

pounded it not with worldly, but with ſpiritual Words. 
And he ale aſſiſts every Chriſtian in the diligent Uſe of the 
holy Scriptures, to 2 5 ſo much from them, as ſhall be 
4 to bring him to Heaven.“ And this is the ful 
Meaning of theſe Words, 1 ought not to be wreſted 
any! fatther.) . 

The next Teas i is, 2: Cor. v. 8. Gd bath 4% x gi ven unto u 
the earneſt of bis Spirit. That is, he 55 us by hs 
Spirit dus holy Word to ſuew us the Way to Heayen. He 
hath given us his Sacraments as a Pledge to aſſure us of our 
Title to it. And, he gives every Chriſtian ſome common 
Aſſiſtances and Comforts 1 in the Diſcharge of his Duty. But 
that no ex Revelatiens or A ſſurances are meant by 
theſe Words, is plain ſram what follows, Verſe 7. For ui 
l by faith, = not by fight. We believe thels things to 
be true; and this is ſufficient, for, Fobn xx. 29. Bleſſes « ar 
Fey u have not ſeen, and yet have believed. 

The next Text is, 2 Cor. xiii. g. Examine your ſelves, wh! 
uber. ye be in the faith; prove your own ſelves: » Know you a . 
your. own: ſelves, how- that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except 3: "il 
reprobates ? Here the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſuch a Knowledge, Wi 
asis obtained. by Examination and Trial, and not by imine 
diate Inſpiration. Every Chriſtian ought to be well ac 
quainted with the State and Condition of his own. Hear. 
Aud if he finds, that he is in the faith, that is, if be be 
 theves' Cbriſt Jeſus to be the Saviour of the World, and tit 
true Mgftab, this is ſufficient to ſhew, that he is a Membe 


of the ROT: Church, * not in a * or pl 
: ta 
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State. That this is the Meaning of the Word, is evident 
from the following. Verſe, Bus I truſts. thot ye Pall know, 
that wwe are not reprobates. What did it ſignify tq the Chri- 
ftians to know whether St. Paul was ſaved, or damned ? 
They were only exhorted to examine themſelves, and not in- 
quire into the State of others. But it concemned them to 
know, Whether he was a true Preacher of the Geſpel, or an 
Impoſtor, in Oppoſition to thoſe, ho reproached him and 
his Miniſtry, and put him upon a Neceſſity to vingicate him- 
ſelf, as he did, Chap. x, xi, xi. And, as by a Reprohate can 
only be meant a Profeſſor af falſe Religion, Ferſe 6. ſo 
it muſt be taken in the ſame Senſe, Verſe 5. already men- 
The next Text is, 1 Theſ. i. 4 f. 6. Knowing, brethren 
zelouud, your elam ion of God. Here the Apeſtle ſpeaks not of 
what they knew of themſelves, but what he knew of them, 
which was their Election of God, that he had called them to 
be Members of the true Chriſtian Church, though he could 
not know their Hearts. And he gives this Reaſon for this 
Interpretation, For aur Goſpel came not unto you in word only, 
but alſo in power; and in the holy Ghoſt, being endued with 
extraordinary Qualifications to preach it as an Apaſtle, and is 
much Aſſurance; or Confidence that what he preached Was 
true, at ye know what manner of men we were among yau for 
your ſake." Aud ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, 
baving reteided ibe "word in much affiittion, with joy of the 
holy Gb. An Account of which Affliction we have, 
Ads xvii." 1 {6\#2. So that this extraordinary Joy was given 
in an extraordinary Caſe ; and a common Degree thereof can 
only be e in common Caſes. 
The next Text is, 2 Pet. i. 10. Wherefore the rat ber, bro- 
thren,' give" diligence to make yu calling and elettion ſure. 
This, like other Texts, which ſpeak of a great Perfection, 
may be interpreted, as an Exhortation to what we ſhould: aim 
u., not to what we can obtain. Or the Senſe may be the 
* ſame with other Texts, as, Pbil. ii. 12. Vork out yaur aun | 
* ſalvation \with\fear and trembling ;; or with what the ſame A- 
wi Poſtle ſaith, 1 Bpiſt. ii 1 5. Be ready akways' to give an anſior 
J ever) man, that aſtetb you a reason of the hope, anbich 18 iu 
c you, with meekneſs and fear. And it may be obſerved, that 
there is ng Promiſe after the over 2 full Aſuronce 1 
3 hs Mo OTIS" The; 
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Life ; but firſt, that they ſhall not fall away into a final A. 
poſtaſy. Verſe 10. For if ye do theſe things ye ſhall never 


fall ; and of being Inheritors hereafter of the Kingdom of 


Heaven. Verſe 11. For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred to you 
abundantly, not into any temporal Promiſe mentioned in this 


Place, but into the everlaſting kingdom of aur Lord and Sa- 


viour Feſus Chriſt, Or in other Words, the giving Dili. 
gence to make our Calling and Election ſure, by the In- 
creaſing our Graces and Adding more to them, as in Verſe 5, 
6, 7, 8. is the ſureſt Way to make us obtain the Promiſes, 
Verſe 4, and at laſt to be Inheritors of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. MSC 097? wrt n 
There are many Texts in the firſt Epiſtle of St. Jon, 
which have been ſtrained to this Purpoſe. | The firſt is, 
1 Jobn ii. 3. We do know; that we know bim. But this is 
eaſily anſwer'd : Our Faith and Intereſt in God is known, 
not by any immediate Inſpiration, but by an exemplary Life 
and Converſation. Thus St. James, Chap. ii. 14. to the end, 
fully proves, that our Faith is known by its Works, and is 
dead without it. And if we take ſeveral Verſes of St. obs 


together, and not a little Scrap by itſelf ſeparated from all 


the reſt; we ſhall plainly find,” that it can admit of no other 
Conſtruction. Hereby we do know, that we know him, if we 
keep his commandments, He that ſaith, I know bim, andkeepeth 
not his'commandments, is à liar, and the truth is not in bin. 
But whoſe keepeth his word, in bim verily is the love of God 
perfected; hereby wwe know, that wwe are in him. He' that ſaith, 
be abideth in bim, ought\ "himſelf alſo to walk, even as le 


 evalked.” | 


The next Text is, 1 Jobs ii. 20, 2). 7e bave an undtio 
from the holy one. And the anointing, which ye have received 


of bim, abideth in you. But firſt, Let the: Meaning of theſe 


Texts be what they will, yet I take it, that they cannot ſig- 


nify any immediate Revelations from the Holy Got, even to 


the Cbriſtians then, much leſs to Chriſtians now. Becauſe 
ſuch 'a Notion would make Way for the worſt of Hereſies. 

© Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt is omniſcient, hence it would follow, 
that every Chriſtian is omniſcient alſo. And this would be 


inferred from theſe Words. But ye bave an unction from ibe 


boly One, and ye know all things. Becauſe the Holy CH 
teacherh us, therefpre we may lay aſide" Heating the Wor! 


| 
| 


| | ( 29] 
Jof God preached in ick, and all Manner of Inſtructions 
in private. This alſo would be inferred from theſe Words. 
But the anointing, which ye have received of him, abideth in 
Jen; and ye need not, that any man teach you. And becauſe 
the Holy Ghoft is infallible, therefore every Chriſtian, whom 
he thus teaches, muſt be infallible alſo; and then we ſhall 
have as many Popes, as there are Perſons, who pretend to 
this -Afſurance. , This may alſo. be inferred from the ſame 
Text, if it is in the ſame Manner. Bus as the 
ame anointing teacheth ycu of all things, and is truth and is no 
lie: And even as it bath taught you, ye. ſhall abide in bim. 
We are therefore to find out another „ 5 K-r4grg theſe 
Words, for which Purpoſe let it be conſidered, that as the 


Words Meſhah or Chriſt ſignifies the Anointed; ſo when the 
primitive Converts, As xi. 26. were" firft called Chriſtians at 
Antioch, they looked upon themſelves as Anointed by their 
Profeflion 3 meaning this, that as the Wreſtlers, and others in 

Olympick Games were anointed, that they might act their 
Parts the better in their ſeveral Combats, ſo Chriſtians were 
ſet apart by their Profeſſion, the better to fight againſt: the 
Devi 


and all his Work, and to continue Cbriſts faithful 
Soldiers and Servants unto their Lives End. This occaſioned 
hat * antient Interpretation of Pſalm cv. 15. Touch nat mint 
nointed, thus; Touch. not my Cbriſts or Chriſtians. And 
herefore, theſe Words, The anointing, which ye bave rr. 
ei ved, may very well be interpreted thus: The Chriſtian Re- 


ith, gion, which ye have embraced, and into which ye were 
le Naptized. For the Proof of this it muſt be conſidered, that 


he Deſign of St. Tabu in this whole Epiſtle is to confirm and 


ion ſtabliſn the Chriſtian Religion, in Oppoſition to the Pagan 
eived Noperſtition and Idolatry, and the many Errors, which were 
theſe Nen then . up concerning the Nature of Chrif, ſome 
t fig- enying his Divinity, as the Ebionites and the Cerintbians, 
en to nd others denying his Humanity, as © the Gngfticks and the 
cauſe ¶ alentinians. Accordingly in the very Beginning of his E- 
reſies. Wiltle, Verſe 1, 2, e the Cbriſ 
blow, n Religion, That which was from the beginning, which tur 
uld be Nove beard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, which we. have 
on th has PF 
'C ' Eaſcbius & Demonſtrations Evangelich, A. i. cap. v. p. g, Ee. 2 le. 
Wor, = adverſus Hæreſes. Et Euſeb. chef. 5 lib. 1. 44 . A © enzus 


"erſus Hereſes. Et Tertullian de carne C 2 
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lacked npon, and aur hands baue handled of the word of life 
(For ibe liſe was manifeſted, and ur buue ſeen it, and bea 
witneſs, and ſhew unto you that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifefted. unto'us.\) , That which we hay 
ſeen and beard, declare we unto! you, thit :yeratſo may have |. 
lowhip: with us: Aud truly our felluſbip is evith: the Father, 
and with:his Son Jam Chi. Anih theſe rn 
vou, that [your ja m be: full. Thus allo, . Chap. ii. 7,8 


Bretbren,'\] write #6 new Commandment upto" you, but an al 


commandment," which ye had from the beginning, being vi. 
neſſed by the Law: and the Prophets; the ad commandment i 
the' word, much yr bade beurd from the beginning. Agon 
a new: commandment I wriie unto vun, A clearer Revelation 
1 was antiently delivered, which thing ir true in him au 
you," becauſe the darkneſs of Superſtition and Ignorance i 
now pot, and and the. trus ligbu of the Goſpel\now ſpineth. And, 
Verſe 13, 14. T write nt pon, becauſe ' ye' have overcome ti 
wicked ane, even the Devil, who ruled in the Gentile World. 
_— Verſe 18, 19. Little children, it is (the laſt time; ail 
as yt have heard, re ere ſball come, even now there an 
many Hntichriſts,” ſome denying: the Divmity, and others the 
— of Chriſt Jeſui, and ſo oppoſing: the true Doc: 
trines, Which relate to him; whereby werhnow, that it is m 
Lit time. They went but from us, bud they were' nat of 1 
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fer, if they had been of us, "they would no doubt bave contin + 


ethius; bat they went" out, that they nigbt he made man 


that they: were mot all ef ur. And follows the Text, i 


which” hath: been perverted. Bus ye have an wnttion from il 
bah Our, you profeſs the true Chriſtian Religion, into hid 


ye. — ork contained in the * 2. 5k which wat 
written» by the Holy Ghoſt, whereby ye may know all things Wil 
which. are neceſſary to be known as hetlvat] and which 


alone are able to make you'wile unto ſalvation'by Au 2obich i 
In Chriſt Feſus. After this he goes on in the fame Mann, 
Perſe zu, Sc. I bave not written unto you, becauſe ye know in 
Abe truth, even the 'Chri/tian Religion, bul bet auſe ye kn 
it; and that no lie is'of the truth.” be if a liar, bu 0 
that denieth, that Feſur is the Chriſt t Av the Jeu and Cn 
tiles did. He is Antichriſt, that denieth the Father and l 
30 Let that Chriſtian Religion therefore abide in you, eh 
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n the heim, full remain in you, ye alſo ball continue in 
eon and in the Father. Theſe things bave I written unto 
you, concerning theſe that Jeduce you into the Hereſies of thoſe 
WT: nes before mentioned. And then follows the controverted 
WT xt. But the Anointing, the Religion, which you have been 
ucht from Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and by which 
Wc are called Chriſtians or Anointed, avhich ye have received of 
WC rift, abideth in you. You are till Chriſtians; and, ye need 
of that any man teach you. The Scriptures, which alone re- 
eal theſe Things, are ſufficient, But 45 the ſame anointing or 
Religion teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, 
ind even as it bath taught you, ye ſball abide in it, and not be 
tied away by the Errors of the Times. And now, little 
Whildren, abide in it. That when Chriſt ſhall appear, we may 
Wave confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at his coming. 
WT hus we ſee, that this Interpretation is agreeable to the whole 
ib ſign of St. Joby in this Epiſtle. And therefore, the 
without any Authority. | B 
The other Texts therefore in this Epiſtle may be more 
iy explained, as Chap. iii. 14. Ve know, that we are 
ga from death unto life. But we know this not from any 
Smmediate Revelation, but as it follows in the next Words, 
becauſe we love the brethren. Our Faith is known by its 
orks, and He that loveth not bis brother, abideth in death. 
Uke to this is what we read, Verſe 19. We know, that we 
pre of the truth, and ſpall aſſure our hearts before bim. But how 
lo we know this? Not from any inward Revelation; but, 
3s was before obſerved, by the Effects of our Faith, and 
particularly by our Love to our fellow Chriſtians ; as appears, 
ve take the whole Sentence together, Yer/e 18. My little 
* bildren, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in decd 
and in truth. Au bereby we know, that wwe are of the truth, 
pnd ſhall aſſure our hearts before him, For. if our bearis con- 
lemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and knoweth all things. 
but if our hearts condemn us not, if we find, that we have 
ndeavoured to keep a Conſcience void of Offence, then have 
ve confidence ng: God without any other Revelation. 
The next Text is Chap. iii. 24. Hereby ue know, that be 
Wideth in us, by the Spirit, which be hath given us. But this 
my be anſwered from the fame and the foregoing #/ _ 
" This 


za taktleo Eee. 


This is his commandment, that we ſhould believe on the nam if 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love one another, as be gave u 
à commandment. And be that keepeth bis commandments, dul. 
eth in him, and be in him: And hereby know wt, that l 
abideth in us, by his. Spirit whith be hath given us. || 
then we find, that we have a true Faith in 7%, Chriſt, and 
that this Faith ſtirs us up to diſcharge our ſeveral Duties 
hereby we may know, without any immediate Revelation, iſ 
that it is the Work of the Holy Spirit: But if we find 16 
ſuch Effects, we can have no Aſſurance, and what we think il 
to be great Revelations, may be but frong Delufions. 1 


The next Text is Chap. iv. 13. Hereby know we, that u 

believe in him, becauſe he hath given us of his Spirit. Hen Wi 
alſo this Spirit is known by its Fruits. No man hath ſen 
| God at any time. Theſe Revelations are not to be Red Bl 
We have another Rule to try ourſelves by. F we love m 
_ another, God dwelleth in us, and bis love is perfected in u. 
And we have ſeen and do teſtify, that the Pather ſent the Son 1 
be the Saviour of the world. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs, that 
Jeſus is the Son of God, who owns his Divinity, and Hum 
nity, God dwelleth in him, and be in God. This is the only 
Sign of the Spirit being given unto us, which can be de. 
pended on. And then follows another Text, Verſe 16. V. 
the Apoſtles, who have ſeen and do teſtify this, as befor: 
Chap. i. 1, 2. have known, and believed the love, which Git 
hath unto us. We know and believe the Promiſes, which 
God hath given us through Chriſt Feſus in the Goſpel ; hon 
that, as he faith, Jobn iii. 16. and in this Epiſtle, Chap. u. 
9, 10. In this was manifeſted the love of God toward us, b:. 
cauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into - the world, tba 
we mipht live through bim. Herein is love, not that we loved 
Sad, but that be loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propiti- 
tion for our fins. And all this we have fully known and be- 
lieved from the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, and hav 
not the leaſt need of any other Revelation to confirm-1t to 8 
Ihe next Text is, 1 John v. 13. Theſe things bave 1 ung 
ten unto you, that believe on the name of the Son of God, ib 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe a 
the name of the Son of God. But how do we know this? Ns 
from any immediate Revelation, but from thoſe Things which 
the Apoſtles have written. This, Verſe 11, 12, is the ro 
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God' bath giuen' 16 an eternal Lifts and this life igt in bis 
Ha that 1th the Son, hath liſes and he that hath not 


to expect Y 

- The laſt Text is 1 Jobs v. 18. Me — hee we are of 
God, The Meaning of this Text is only this. We know, 
that we haye embraced the true Cbriſtian Religion, or the 
Goſpel, which-Chrif Jeſus the Son of God came down from 
Heaven to publiſh, and after his Aſcenſion he divinely in- 
ſpired) his: Apglles, that they might alſo preach the fame. 
This is plain from Verſe 16. where the Apofle faith, There is 
ain unto death; I do not ſay, that be. ſhall pray for it. This 
Sin unto Death was a Revolting from Chriftianity to Pagan 
1dolatry,, and was the moſt that could be committed. 
And to prevent it, there is this Caution given, Verſe 21. Litile 
children, keep: your ſelves. from idols. He allo tells us, Verſe 18. 
19. We knn, that whoſoever is born of God finneth not in ſuch 
2 dreadful-Manner 1 bit: he that is begotten. of God, keepeth 
himſelf, and that wicked ane the Devil toucheth bim not, ot 
hath no Power over him to make him revolt to that Reli- 
gion, where he eminently reigned. Aud we know that we 
are of God, we are Chrift:ans, we profeſs the true Religion. 
and | the hole world lieth in wickedneſs. The Greek is iv 
Tm Tomes. dra, lies under the Power of the Devil. We are 
Cbriſtian /; all the others, who have not received the Goſpel, 
or have heard of the true Cad, are Pagans. Aud, as Verſe 20. 

we knew that the Sen , Cod is come, that Chriſt Jeſus is the 


ing of the Goſpel; that ui mayknow- bim that 45 true. And 
we are in bim that is true, even in his San Feſus Cbriſt. We 


eternal life. "hey are without hope, being without God in the 
World: Sd that to interpret 
God, to he meant of an intuard Revelation, ſavours either of 


4 great DArance, or e or rather A ne 
| vt Aro ETF 14 ** 


tian, the S/wbble alone, which is built upon it, is ſufficient. 


8 neceſſiry to Salvation, that he who hath it rot, is 
E in 


true Meſſiah, and hath given us an underſtanding by the Preach- 
are Chriſtians, they are Heathens. Chriſk:c3 the true God, ani 


this Text, Ve hnow that we are 


But if there were no other Arguments to confate this — 
Some have bern ſo bold, as to aſſert, that this Aſſurance ( {o | 


in a State of Damnation) is given in an Inſtant, ſo that every 
one, who hath it, may remember the Day and Hour of his 
Converſion. This is ſhocking to Millions of Souls, who can 
remember no ſuch Thing. And as the Apaſtles, Aas viii. 15, Wl 
| 


17. prayed for the Chriſtians, that the) might receive th: 


Holy Ghoſt, and they received it accordingly's ſo Tome: have Wil 
Co in private Families, for ſuch Illuminations, and have 
been ſo bold, as to aſ thoſe who joined with them, if 
they have received any ſuch at that Time. Some few have Wi 
dared to affirm, that We have no Chriſtian Church in theſe Wl 
Kingdoms, becauſe we do not own the Doctrine of Ai. 
rance, in the ſame Manner, as they ſtate it ; and that ow Wl 
bleſſed Saviour "bath no Church in Europe, but in Moravia, Wl 


for the ſame Reaſon. And there have been ſome others, 
who have affirmed, that they who have this Aſſurance are 
in a ſinleſs State. And they ground it upon the Words of 
St. Jobn, 1 Epiſt. iii. 9. hiſt over: is born of God, doth nit 
commit in; for his feed remaineth in bim: Aud be cant 
n, becauſe be is" born f God. And, 1 Epiſt. v. 18. V. 
#now, that | whoſo#ver'' is born of God, finneth not; but be 
that is begotten of God, keepeth bimſelf, and that wicked on 
touch bim not. To this it may be anſwered, that St. 7obr 
Himſelf; Chap. i. 8595 10. faith, F we ſay, that we have u 
An, wwe deterve ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. F w 
Lonfeſs our fins," God is faithful and juſt to forgive us dur fin; 
und to cleanſe us from all unrightevuſneſs.” | If 'we ſay," that wt 
bave not find, we male bim a liar, and the truth is 1 
in un. Now we muſt not interpret one of theſe Texts fo, a 
to contradict the other. If then they had affirmed, that a tri 
Cbriſtian may fall into great Sins; but not into ſuch as are in- 
cohſiſtent with à State of Grace. Or, he may fall foul, 
but not finally; for God by his Aſſiſtance will raiſe him vw 
again, and recover him out of it. Or, that a true Cbriſiuſ 
may be guilty of Sins of Infirmity but not of Preſumption, 
I ſhould not oppoſe it. But the true Anſwer is this; HM 
Who was brought over to be à Chriſtian from clear Cori 
viction, and hath profeſſed the fame Faith from ſincere Mo 
tives ; though he may fall into many other Sins; yet he ſu 
be ie preſerved by the Aſfiſtance of God's Grace, as that bi 
ſhall not fall away into final Idolatry, or Apoſtaſy. 


- 
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The Sum of all is this: It is the general Opinion of our 

rol Divines, that ſuch, who believe in Cbriſt Je. 
ſul, and endeavour to walk in all good Conſcience before him, 
may, without an extraordinary Revelation, by Faith grounded 
upon the Truth of Coa's Promiſes, and by the Spirit en- 
abling them to diſcern in themſelves thoſe Graces, to which 
the Promiſes of Life are made, and bearing Witneſe with 
their Spirits that they are the Children of Gd, be infallibly 
aſſured, that they are in a State of Grace, and ſhall perſęvere 
therein unto Salvation. But then they affirm, that this Aſſu- 
rance is given but to very few; and particularly to thoſe, 
whom God calls forth to extraordinary, Seryices, or to. extraor- 
dinary Sufferings, or who have been u. long Time in a very 
doubting Caſe, occaſioned by ſome great Temiptations or De- 
ſertions. Neither do we deny, but as the Operations of the 
Holy Obel are free; ſo he may give it c others, a he 
pes And if it had been urged no farther, there would 
have been no Conttoverſy about, it. But, es this Aſſurance of 


think. they have it, ſhould happen to loſe it, it may fill 
with a greater Terror, than if they never thought 
that they had it. This new. Doctrine therefore ought to be 
Sara, agent + it is grounded on no Text of Scripture, 
but only by Ning *:ldord — and there, Without 


conſidering the Coherence; of what went before, and what 
follows after. It is only begun by /ome. young giddy: Brains, 


who would. fain ſet themſelves up to be the Head of a Party, 
an ſo take up with, a crude and jndigeſted Notion, and ne- 
ver conſider the diſmal Conſequences of it. It limits that 
mol excellent Attribute of Gad, whoſe, Mercy is over all hit 
worte, and hath ſo often declared himſelf to he gracious. and 
merciful, flow to anger, and of, great. kindneſs,” and repenteth of 
the evils" Keeping mercy. for thouſands. and forgiving iniquities, 
franſgreſhons and fins, And thus by dividing Ser pink from 
mo Wo R HScrip- 


I ſhall only add, chat there is & Faith of Adberence, and a 
Faith f une. The Faith of Alberence is n "(av 


tures to recover him out of his loſt Condition, not only 


| lieves, ſuch as; Mark xvi. 16. 


HKmit Salvation to a 
all thoſe Promi 
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Seriprure, they might by the ſame Way of Argulng bring in 
another Error, and ſay, That there is no God, from Halm v. 4, 
and xiv. 1. Such Men as theſe, are they, whom Sd. Paw! de. 
ſcribes; 1 Tim. i. 5, 6, 7. Now 1b. end of the commandment i; 
charity, out of a'pure heart, and F a" pvod conſciente," and if 
faith unfrigned. From tobicl forme having >: frond, abe turned 
aid: unto vain jangling, Defiring to be" ſtucber, of ile lat, un- 
derftanding neither what they ſay,” nor "whereof ibey affirm. 
And, 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5 If tny min fach otherwiſe, and 
conſent not to wholeſome (Meg 4 even the words of our Lord 
Feſus' Chriſt, and to tbe — tobich iz accordis to god- 
lineſs 4 He is proud; łnotbing not bing, but dbting about queſti- 
ons, and ftrif, 5 words,” whereof tometh envy, Rip, railings, 
evil Fant on 7. fx, LG . *. e ried: 
and deftitute of the with 

To put this Controverſy into as Van 4 Light 610 can, 


Grace, wrought in the Heart of 4 Sinner by the Spirit 2 
Word of God, Wheteby he being convinced of his Siri and 
Miſery, and of the Dicbitiey in himſelf, and all ether Crea 


aſſenteth to the Truth of the Promiſe of the Goſpel, but re. 
ceives and teſts on the Death and 1 of Cbriſ 
Jeſus, therein held forth for Pardon of Sin, and for the Ac- 
cepting and Aceounting of his Perſon 48 righteous in the 
Sight of God. And thus he hopes, though he hath nb Cer- 
5 ms The Faith of Afurance' is chat, whereby u Man ab- 
ſolutely knows all this to be true, as to his owt? Pert. 
cular. Caſe. So that the Faith' of Aaberence is gherdl, but 
the Faith of ' Aſſurance is only partieular: Now this Faith of 
Adberence alone is ſufficient to bring a Man to Haven; be- 
cauſe, the Promiſes are given in general to every one who be- 
ohn i. 12. Fobn fi. 14, 15, 
16, 3 38. Hl. 38, 29. 1 31. Rom. iii. 8, 9, 
22. x. 38. Heb Xt. 40, Or. 

— Degree't of oor "> 
ſes, on which Theufands of Chriftians have 
hitherto depended for their eternal Comfort. 
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| Rom. xvi. 17, 18. 
Now I beſeech you, brethren, mark them, who cauſe diviſions 
and offences, contrary to the dofirine which ye have learned; 
and avoid them. by yo ur who are ſuch, ive wo | [ ho Lond 
Jeſus Chriſt's but by 2 ds und fair 


hearts of the ine. \ 2117 Ct Dine 
1 Thelf v. 14. 1 


Now u exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the \feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, be patient toward 
all nen. 


1 
A.” the words of our Lord Fe Chnift, * 
doctrine , which is according to * He is pr 
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man teach otherwiſe, 24 canſept wot tiwboleſome 
to the 


nothing, but doting about queſtions, ftrifes. of zuards, where- 
17% — 2. Irie railings, evil Jurmiſings, 4 a 
putings a » and MEME 


From ſurk dw thy ſelf. : ry 


* ul, it. "a 
From ſuch turn away. n 
with divers 


into houſe 1 * lead captive * e 2577725 
., hifting after Novelties, Ever * 7 aner able to 
dee of the truth. "= 
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